Rule 8.01 to 8.02(a)

8.00-THE UMPIRE

8.01 Umpire Qualifications and Authority

(@

(b)

©

(d

(e)

The Office of the Commissioner shall appoint one or more
umpires to officiate at each league championship game. The
umpires shall be responsible for the conduct of the game in ac-
cordance with these official rules and for maintaining discipline
and order on the playing field during the game.

Each umpire is the representative of the league and of
professional baseball, and is authorized and required to enforce
all of these rules. Each umpire has authority to order a player,
coach, manager or Club officer or employee to do or refrain
from doing anything which affects the administering of these
rules, and to enforce the prescribed penalties.

Each umpire has authority to rule on any point not specifically
covered in these rules.

Each umpire has authority to disqualify any player, coach,
manager or substitute for objecting to decisions or for unsports-
manlike conduct or language, and to eject such disqualified
person from the playing field. If an umpire disqualifies a player
while a play is in progress, the disqualification shall not take
effect until no further action is possible in that play.

Each umpire has authority at his discretion to eject from the
playing field (1) any person whose duties permit his presence on
the field, such as ground crew members, ushers, photographers,
newsmen, broadcasting crew members, etc., and (2) any spectator
or other person not authorized to be on the playing field.

8.02 Appeal of Umpire Decisions

(@)

Any umpire’s decision which involves judgment, such as, but
not limited to, whether a batted ball is fair or foul, whether a
pitch is a strike or a ball, or whether a runner is safe or out, is
final. No player, manager, coach or substitute shall object to any
such judgment decisions.

Rule 8.02(a) Comment: Players leaving their position in the
field or on base, or managers or coaches leaving the bench or
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Rule 8.02(a) to 8.02(c)

coaches box, to argue on BALLS AND STRIKES will not be
permitted. They should be warned if they start for the plate to
protest the call. If they continue, they will be ejected from the
game.

(b) If there is reasonable doubt that any umpire’s decision may be
in conflict with the rules, the manager may appeal the decision
and ask that a correct ruling be made. Such appeal shall be
made only to the umpire who made the protested decision.

(c) If a decision is appealed, the umpire making the decision may
ask another umpire for information before making a final
decision. No umpire shall criticize, seek to reverse or interfere
with another umpire’s decision unless asked to do so by the
umpire making it. If the umpires consult after a play and change
a call that had been made, then they have the authority to take
all steps that they may deem necessary, in their discretion, to
eliminate the results and consequences of the earlier call that
they are reversing, including placing runners where they think
those runners would have been after the play, had the ultimate
call been made as the initial call, disregarding interference
or obstruction that may have occurred on the play; failures
of runners to tag up based upon the initial call on the field;
runners passing other runners or missing bases; etc., all in the
discretion of the umpires. No player, manager or coach shall
be permitted to argue the exercise of the umpires’ discretion in
resolving the play and any person so arguing shall be subject to
ejection. Notwithstanding the foregoing, correction of a missed
ball-strike count shall not be permitted after a pitch is thrown
to a subsequent batter, or in the case of the final batter of an
inning or game, after all infielders of the defensive team leave
fair territory.

Rule 8.02(c) Comment: A manager is permitted to ask the
umpires for an explanation of the play and how the umpires
have exercised their discretion to eliminate the results and
consequences of the earlier call that the umpires are reversing.
Once the umpires explain the result of the play, however, no
one is permitted to argue that the umpires should have exercised
their discretion in a different manner.
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Rule 8.02(c) to 8.02(e)

The manager or the catcher may request the plate umpire to ask
his partner for help on a half swing when the plate umpire calls
the pitch a ball, but not when the pitch is called a strike. The
manager may not complain that the umpire made an improper
call, but only that he did not ask his partner for help. Field
umpires must be alerted to the request from the plate umpire
and quickly respond. Managers may not protest the call of a
ball or strike on the pretense they are asking for information
about a half swing.

Appeals on a half swing may be made only on the call of ball
and when asked to appeal, the home plate umpire must refer to
a base umpire for his judgment on the half swing. Should the
base umpire call the pitch a strike, the strike call shall prevail.
Appeals on a half swing must be made before the next pitch,
or any play or attempted play. If the half swing occurs during a
play which ends a half-inning, the appeal must be made before
all infielders of the defensive team leave fair territory.

Baserunners must be alert to the possibility that the base umpire
on appeal from the plate umpire may reverse the call of a ball to
the call of a strike, in which event the runner is in jeopardy of
being out by the catcher’s throw. Also, a catcher must be alert
in a base stealing situation if a ball call is reversed to a strike by
the base umpire upon appeal from the plate umpire.

The ball is in play on appeal on a half swing.

On a half swing, if the manager comes out to argue with first or
third base umpire and if after being warned he persists in arguing,
he can be ejected as he is now arguing over a called ball or strike.

(d) No umpire may be replaced during a game unless he is injured

or becomes ill.

If there is only one umpire, he shall have complete jurisdiction
in administering the rules. He may take any position on the
playing field which will enable him to discharge his duties
(usually behind the catcher, but sometimes behind the pitcher

if there are runners). He shall be considered umpire-in-chief.

(e) If there are two or more umpires, one shall be designated

umpire-in-chief and the others field umpires.
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RULE 14.00 - SPORTSMANSHIP & EJECTIONS

14.01  All players, coaches, managers, sponsors and spectators are expected to conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner at all times.
The league/tournament director has the authority to remove anyone from the event at any time for unsportsmanlike conduct. Any player,
coach, manager, sponsor or spectator whose conduct is unbecoming or abusive shall at a minimum be reprimanded with a warning. If
warranted, the offending party shall be ejected from the game at the discretion of the Umpires and / or the League / Tournament Director.

14.02 Any player, coach, manager, sponsor or spectator leaving their position or base, in the field, on the bench, in the dugout area or
grandstands to participate in a fight, brawl or altercation shall be immediately ejected from the game and may be disbarred / suspended.

14.03 Any coach, manager, sponsor or spectator ejected from a game shall immediately remove themselves from the vicinity of the playing
field and / or grandstands for the remainder of the game. Any player ejected from a game shall either inmediately remove them self
from the vicinity of the playing field for the remainder of the game or be confined to the dugout area for the remainder of the game at
the discretion of the League / Tournament Director. Additional penalties may be assessed at the discretion of the League / Tournament
Director.

14.04 If necessary, a team may be forced to forfeit a game and / or be removed from the league / tournament.

14.05 USSSA reserves the right to deny admission to or eject any person/team who USSSA, in its sole discretion, determines poses a risk to
the health and safety of other participants, officials, or spectators and/or whose conduct violates any applicable code of conduct, or
whose conduct is otherwise disruptive or disorderly.

RULE 15.00 - UMPIRES

15.01 All leagues and tournaments played under the jurisdiction and administration of USSSA Baseball shall utilize Umpires who are
registered with the Association.

RULE 16.00 - PROTESTS

16.01  Umpires shall work to settle all situations on the field. Protests shall be allowed for age and pitching violations or rule interpretations
only. Uniform numbers cannot be protested. Protests must be declared to the Umpire-in-Chief and then to the League / Tournament
Director before the next pitch following the dispute. If a call to be protested is the last recorded out of a game or on a game ending
play, the protest MUST be filed prior to the Umpires and the protesting team leaving the field of play. No protest shall be allowed
following the game. League / Tournament officials shall rule on all protests and their decisions shall be final.

16.02 The Protest fee shall be $100.00 CASH. The fee shall be returned only if the protest is upheld. Leagues may develop their own fee
structure and methods of recording and settling protests.

RULE 17.00 —- GLOBAL SPORTS BASEBALL

17.01  Global Sports Baseball shall be governed pursuant to the rules contained within these Official Baseball National By-laws & Rules unless
specifically noted otherwise.

17.02 Teams can add up to 3 guest players. In accordance with Rule 3.05.C

17.03 A team must play in a Global Qualifier.

17.04  All teams receiving berths to Global World Series shall participate in their (home) state’s Spring/Summer State Championship provided
such a State Championship is played. Failure to participate in the State Championship if played shall result in forfeiture of the Global
World Series berth. Other requirements can be set forth by the state director and must be followed. It is the manager’s responsibility to
verify all requirements to play in a World Series with their respective State Director.

17.05 Global World Series must be entered and paid for online at USSSA.com

RULE 18.00 - TOBACCO & TOBACCO RELATED PRODUCTS

18.01 The use of ANY tobacco or any electronic smoking devices such as e-cigarettes, vape pens or atomizers shall be prohibited by
all participants (including but not limited to players, manager, coaches, umpires) within the confines of the playing field and
dugouts. Local facilities may have stricter policies prohibiting tobacco from facility and parking areas. These policies, if any,
shall be recognized and enforced during USSSA events.

RULE 19.00 - ITEMS NOT SPECIFICALLY COVERED

19.01 ltems not specifically covered shall be referred to the USSSA Baseball State Director with guidance from the Baseball Committee
Chairman.



